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REMARKS 

By this paper, Applicant has amended claim 1 . Applicant has not added any 
claims. The independent claims remain claims 1,10, 26, 29 and 33. This 
amendment contains no new matter. Entry of this amendment is respectfully 
requested. 

Double Patenting 

Applicant has filed a terminal disclaimer with this paper. 
Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 
Claims 1 and 4 

The Examiner has rejected 1 and 4, under 35 USC § 102 as being 
unpatentable over Lucas, U.S. Patent No. 3,822,521 ("Lucas"). 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to positively claim the connection between 
the apparatus and the wall. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Applicant would like to thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 22 
- 28 and 30 - 32 would be allowable, if written in independent form, and for 
allowing claims 33-36. 

Applicant has not amended these claims at this time. Applicant hopes the 
Examiner will now consider these claims allowable based on the amendment and 
arguments raised with respect to claim 1 from which these claims depend. 

Conclusion 

Applicant believes the claims are currently in condition for allowance and 
respectfully requests the same. 

Please direct any calls in connection with this application to the undersigned 
at (510) 832-4111. 
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attachment points attached to said holdown bolts and said upper end 
of said vertical posts attached to said upper portions of said wall so 
that said apparatus thereby reduces the tendency of said upper 
portions of said wall to move relative said foundation as a result of 
shear stress by transmitting said shear stress from said upper portions 
of said wall through said vertical members and said at least one panel 
member to said anchor points and said holdown bolts positioned in 
said foundation, and wherein said posts and said panel of said 
apparatus for reducing the tendency of said wall to move are separate 
members from said studs, said upper plate and said lower plate of said 
wall. 

1 1 . (Previously amended) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising; 

an upper horizontal member that interconnects said upper portions of 
said two vertical posts, wherein connection between said upper ends of said 
vertical posts is achieved by connecting said upper horizontal member to said 
upper ends of said vertical posts; and 

a lower horizontal member that interconnects said lower ends of said 
two vertical posts, and wherein said upper horizontal and said lower 
horizontal members are separate members from said upper plate and said 
lower plate of said wall. 

12. (Previously amended) The apparatus of Claim 1 1, wherein said one or more 
panel members is comprised of two panel members attached to said front 
and said back side of said two vertical posts and to said upper and lower 
horizontal members. 
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13. (Previously amended) The apparatus of Claim 12, wherein said two 
attachment points are comprised of two brackets that are connected to said 
holdown bolts in said foundation, wherein said two brackets receive said 
lower horizontal member and said two vertical posts so that said lower 
horizontal member and said two posts can be fixedly attached to said 
brackets. 

14. (Previously amended) The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising shear 
bolts mounted in said foundation and wherein said lower horizontal member 
is attached to said shear bolts mounted in said foundation to thereby reduce 
the likelihood of a lower portion of said apparatus becoming dislodged from 
said foundation in response to lateral forces applied to said wall. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, where said apparatus is dimensioned 
so that a gap exists between said apparatus and said upper plate of said 
wall. 

23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said panel of the apparatus 
is not directly connected to any of the studs, the upper plate or the lower 
plate of said wall. 

24. (Original) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein said apparatus connects to 
said upper plate of said wall. 

25. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein said panel does not extend 
beyond said upper horizontal member of said apparatus. 
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26. (Original) A method of building a wall so that the tendency of an upper 
portion of a wall having an upper plate to move relative a lower portion of 
said wall is reduced, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a foundation for said wall, wherein one or more holdown 
bolts are each installed in said foundation at a pre-selected location in said 
foundation; 

mounting two or more studs so as to extend substantially vertically 
upward from said foundation; 

positioning an upper plate on a top surface of said two or more studs; 

attaching a lower portion of a sheer reduction panel to said holdown 
bolts so that said panel is positioned between said two studs, said shear 
reduction panel being pre-assembled to have two vertical posts, an upper 
horizontal member and a lower horizontal member connecting said two 
vertical posts, and at least one panel interconnecting said two vertical posts 
substantially along the vertical lengths of said posts; and 

attaching an upper portion of said shear reduction panel to said upper 
plate of said wall so that movement of said upper plate of said wall in 
response to lateral forces applied to said upper plate of said wall in response 
to lateral forces applied to said wall is reduced as a result of the lateral 
forces being transmitted through the vertical posts and the interconnecting 
panel to the holdown bolts mounted in the foundation. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein said the panel does not extend 
beyond said upper horizontal member of said apparatus. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 26, wherein said pre-assembled shear 
reduction panel is dimensioned so that a gap exists between said shear 
reduction panel and said upper plate of said wall. 
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29. (Original) A method of building a wall so that the tendency of an upper 
portion of a wall having and upper plate to move relative a lower portion of 
said wall is reduced, said method comprising the steps of: 

providing a foundation for said wall, wherein one or more holdown 
bolts are each installed in said foundation at a pre-selected location in said 
foundation; 

mounting two or more studs so to extend substantially vertically 
upward from said foundation; 

positioning an upper plate on a top surface of said two or more studs; 

attaching a lower portion of a shear reduction panel to said holdown 
bolts so that said panel is positioned between said two studs, said shear 
reduction panel being pre-assembled to have an upper horizontal member and 
a lower horizontal member, and at least one panel interconnecting said upper 
horizontal member and said lower horizontal member; and 

attaching an upper portion of said shear reduction panel to said upper 
plate of said wall so that movement of said upper plate of said wall in 
response to lateral forces applied to said wall is reduced as a result of the 
lateral forces being transmitted through the vertical posts and the 
interconnecting panel to the holdown bolts mounted in the foundation. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein said panel has lips that extend 
substantially perpendicular to the panel and then substantially parallel to the 
panel. 

31 . (Original) The method of claim 30, wherein said upper and lower horizontal 
members are U-shaped. 
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32. (Original) The method of claim 31, wherein said shear reduction panel further 
comprises thick plates connected to said shear reduction panel where said shear 
reduction panel connects to said holdown bolts. 

33. (Original) An apparatus for reducing the tendency of an upper portion of a 
wall in a building to move with respect to a foundation as a result of lateral forces 
applied in a direction parallel to the wall, said apparatus in combination with said 
wall comprising: 

said wall, said wall having an upper plate, a lower plate, and studs 
connecting said upper plate to said lower plate, said studs supporting said upper 
plate; 

said apparatus inserted within and connected to said wall, said apparatus 
comprising 

upper and lower horizontal members, wherein said upper and lower 
horizontal members are positioned in a pre-selected spaced relationship; 

at least one panel member interconnecting said upper and lower horizontal 
members; and 

two holdown bolts that are anchored in a foundation of said wall, wherein 
said apparatus is attached to said two holdown bolts and wherein said apparatus is 
connected to said wall by said upper horizontal member attached to said upper 
portions of said wall so that said apparatus thereby reduces the tendency of said 
upper portion of said wall to move relative said foundation as a result of shear 
stress by transmitting said shear stress from said upper portion of said wall through 
said al least one panel member to said holdown bolts positioned in said foundation, 
and wherein said upper and said lower horizontal members and said panel of said 
apparatus for reducing the tendency of said wall to move are separate members 
from said studs, said upper plate and said lower plate of said wall. 
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34. (Original) The method of claim 33, wherein said panel has lips that extend 
substantially perpendicular to the panel and then substantially parallel to the panel. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 34, wherein said upper and lower horizontal 
members are U-shaped. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein said apparatus further comprises 
thick plates connected to said shear reduction panel where said shear reduction 
panel connects to said holdown bolts. 
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Date: September 1 1 , 2008 

Reg. No.: 41,694 
Tel. No.: 510-832-4111 
Fax No.: 510-832-41 15 
Customer No.: 498 


Respectfully submitted, 

Charles R. Cypher 

Law Offices of James R. Cypher 

405 1 4th Street 

Suite 1607 

Oakland, CA 94612 


Enclosures: Terminal Disclaimer (1 page) 

Credit Card Authorization Form (1 page) 
Return Receipt Post Card. 
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